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St. Peter’s C of E Primary School
Mill Road
Gringley-on-the-Hill       
Nottinghamshire
DN10 4QT
Tel: 01777 817330
E-mail:secretary @st-peterscofe.notts.sch.uk
Web: www.stpeterscofegringley.co.uk
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Tuesday 5th September

Dear Parents,

The Foundation Stage Team would like to welcome everybody back to school for the new school year. We have our new Nursery starters and some new Reception children too - we are so pleased to have you with us and are sure that you will enjoy being part of the St Peter’s family.
We always start a new year with an “All About Me!” topic. We will be learning about ourselves, our families, and our community. There will be lots of settling-in time and activities where we get to know each other and in the first 2 weeks we use the story of “The Colour Monster” to support sessions around feelings and worries. We also follow the children’s interests and cover topical and seasonal events such as Harvest and Remembrance.
In the FSU, lots of our learning is through play and practical activities. For most of the day, children can freely access all of the toys and resources both inside and outside. We also have adult-led activities throughout the day, such as games, music or crafts. All children have a RWI (Read Write Inc) phonics session each morning and a second teacher led session in the afternoon. This might be stories or rhymes for Nursery children and maths or writing for Reception. We will send more information out over the next few weeks regarding these; and how you can support your child’s learning in EYFS. Until then, if you would like to, we always encourage parents to help with name recognition and name writing, counting, listening and following instructions. 
Wednesday afternoon is PE. In line with the rest of the school, we ask that you send your child to school in their PE kits. This should be navy shorts and a navy polo shirt. (Joggers and school jumpers/hoodies can be worn) As self-care is an important part of the EYFS curriculum we do encourage children to be independent so please allow your child to dress themselves as much as possible including putting on their own coat and having a go at the zips and buttons! Please make sure all clothes are clearly labelled.

We don’t wear shoes inside the FSU. Children will need to be able to take them off and put them on by themselves. You can help your child by practicing at home and ensuring they recognise their own shoes. Please label them - You may want to use a sticker inside the shoes to help with putting them on the right feet. (Cut the sticker in half and put one half in each shoe so that when the shoes are placed together it makes a complete picture.) 

We have very limited cloakroom space in the FSU. As such we must insist that children only bring essential items into school. Children may have a school book-bag, their own ready filled water bottle and a lunch bag/box if they are having packed lunch. Again, please make sure they are all named. Please put spare clothes in their book bag if you are worried about toilet accidents and do not bring in toys from home. In the morning, all FSU children are provided with a fruit snack and milk.
In the morning, Mrs Reeson rings the first bell at 8.47 and the children should line up. We make a line for Reception children and another one for Nursery. Children can stand with you up to the bell ringing but once in the line, please do not wait in the line with them as this can be unsettling for children whose parents have already left. You are welcome to leave once your child is in the line. When the second bell rings at 8.50, we will take them into the Foundation Stage Unit.  If you arrive late you will need to go to the main entrance and register at the office.  At home time, please wait on the playground near our playground gate for your child to be sent to you. The Reception children will line up until we send them to you and the Nursery children will wait inside the gate. Give us a little wave if we don’t see you in the crowd! 

 
If you have any concerns or would like to talk the Foundation Stage Staff, please feel free to come and speak to us on the playground, before the second bell or at the end of the day. 
Thank you, 

The Foundation Stage Team:
Mrs Forrest (Class Teacher) 
Mrs Murten 
Miss Brason 
‘Unlocking the gates to a lifelong love of learning and faithfulness’


