
Holidays during term time 

The Law states that for your child to be considered to attend school regularly they must be at school every 

day they are required to be there by the head teacher. This was confirmed in a Supreme Court ruling in 2017. 

Therefore, you have to get permission from the head teacher if you want to take your child out of school 

during term time. 

You can only do this if you make an application to the head teacher in advance (as a parent the child normally 

lives with). The head teacher will then decide whether to agree the leave of absence and whether this is 

marked as authorised or unauthorised in the attendance register. 

Please note that head teachers are only permitted to agree a leave of absence in term time for exceptional 

circumstances. 

It is at the discretion of the head teacher to determine how many days your child can be away from school if 

leave is granted. 

Fines and prosecution 

You can be fined for taking your child on holiday during term time without the head teacher's permission. 

The penalty is £60 and it is issued to each parent/carer for each child who was absent without authorisation. 

The fine must be paid within 21 days of issue. If it isn’t paid within 21 days the fine then rises to £120 per 

parent for each child that was absent without authorisation. All fines must be paid within 28 days of issue 

otherwise you may be prosecuted in court. 

If you are prosecuted at court you could get a fine of up to £2,500, a community order or a jail sentence of 

up to three months. The court also gives you a Parenting Order. 

Parents who decide not to pay a fine and contest the matter in court should seek legal advice before doing 

so. 

 

For NCC guidelines relating to the issuing of Fixed Penalty Notices, please click on link below. 

This includes holidays and unauthorised absence. 

 

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/media/109066/nottinghamshire-code-of-conduct-for-penalty-notices-

issued-in-respect-of-truancy-and-excluded-pupils-august-2015.pdf 
 

http://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/teenagers/behaviour/what-is-a-parenting-order/
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/media/109066/nottinghamshire-code-of-conduct-for-penalty-notices-issued-in-respect-of-truancy-and-excluded-pupils-august-2015.pdf
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/media/109066/nottinghamshire-code-of-conduct-for-penalty-notices-issued-in-respect-of-truancy-and-excluded-pupils-august-2015.pdf

